Finding Research Articles in ERIC

Educational Research I

Your assignment is to find articles that deal with the research method.  Use the ERIC database.  Start from the library homepage:  http://www.swu.edu/library/ .

· Select “Online databases by subject” then 

· “Education” then 

· “ERIC” and 

· click “Connect.”

· Enter the user ID and password from your orange sheet.  (If you don’t have the orange sheet, login to MyCampus > Academics > Library > Database login info.)
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Searching ERIC using the thesaurus
Each of you will have different topics.  The terms you use to describe your topic may be different from ERIC’s terms, so you should use the thesaurus to help you identify the terms ERIC uses.

· Select thesaurus 

· In the “Browse for:” box, type in your topic term

· Click “browse”

· See what happens.
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Let’s look at a few examples that illustrate various outcomes you will encounter.

Example of a term in the thesaurus 

· Type “Emergent literacy” into the box then click “browse.”

· Our term is hyperlinked with blue and underlined.

· Click on the blue highlighted “emergent literacy” to see more information about that term.

· There is a scope note that explains what the term means in the ERIC database.

· Broader terms and related terms are also listed.

Example of a term not in the thesaurus but with a “use” reference

· Type “Classroom Discipline” into the box then click “Browse.”

· Notice that the result is “Classroom Discipline Use:  Classroom Techniques;   Discipline;   Classroom Techniques; Discipline
· Click on either “classroom techniques” or “discipline” depending on your thesis. 
· The phrase “Classroom Techniques;Discipline is ineffective. It will not give you the information you need, ignore it.
Example of how to insert a thesaurus term into a search  

Type “Classroom Techniques” then click “Browse.”

· Click on highlighted link for broader or related terms.

· Click in the box next to the term of your choice.  We’ll use “Classroom Techniques”

· Where it says “Select term, then add to search using [or]” click “add.”  This is a very important step! If you do not click on “add” your search term will not be placed in the search box and you will be frustrated.
[image: image4.png]indows Internet Explorer

G+ [ v cbsobost.comshosttheseunsro

77 aafectbab7-4765-8e1a-333bfcc TS Yot Osessionmar V.

(23]

Live search

Fle Edt View Favortes Took Help

P & |@Essconost: Thesaurus

New Search

T —
Searching: ERIC | Choose Databases » ‘SOUTHERH WESLEVAN UNIV
IDE “Classroom Techniques” Clear
SascSearch | Advanced Search | ViuslSearch | Search Hstory/lers | preferences >
Bronsing: ERIC - Thesaurus |
[Classroom Techniques 3
@ Term Begins With O Term Contains O Relevancy Ranked
4 Previous Nexth 4 Backtoist
s e e a1 e
Classroom Techniques
Techniques used in the classroom by those in authority (e.g., b
Scope fote teachers, aides, administrators) — may either be directly educational
or faciitate educational processes
Broader Terms [0 Educational Methods o
Related Terms [ Educational Therapy
[ Learning Strategies+ o
[ Erereferral Intervention
[ Class Activities
O Proctoring
0] Teaching Methods+ @

e




Just searching for “classroom techniques” will be too broad – too many results.  Let’s use the thesaurus to find another term to focus or refine the search.

Example of a term not in the thesaurus and without a “use” reference

· Type “Elementary Students” into the box then click “browse.”

· Our result is “The term “Elementary Students” would appear here had there been an exact match.”

· Let’s look for a possible match.  Type “Elementary” into the box then click “browse.”

· Look for terms that have a similar meaning to the term you wanted to use.

· Click “Elementary Students”

· Click in the box to the left of the term to select it to be added to the search.

· Where it says “Select term, then add to search using [or]” change the drop-down menu to “and” and click “add.”  

· Note in the “Find:” box that both terms have been entered.  Click “search.”

· Results:  550 (way too many) Select more terms with this process to narrow the results even more.  You can also click in the yellow highlighted area to  “narrow Results by Subject” 

Identifying research versus review articles
· A research report will report on one person’s research or study.  It will include a method, results, and discussion of the results.

· A review article may discuss a number of research studies conducted by various people.

You need to clarify with the instructor how many of each type of article you will need.

Example:  Research  Article

· Type EJ766796 and at the “Select a field” drop down menu, select “AN Accession Number.”

· Click search

· The article that is retrieved is “Classroom Interactions…”

· Click on the title to see the full record.

· Note that the abstract is divided into parts:

· Background

· Method

· Results

· Conclusions

· Note also the indication in the “Publication type” field:  Journal Articles;  Reports – Research
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Title:  Classroom Interactions: Exploring the Practices of High- and Low-
Expectation Teachers

Author(s):  Rubie-Davies, Christine M.

Source:  British Journal of Educational Psychology, v77 n2 p289-306 Jun 2007. 18 pp. (Peer
Reviewed Journal)

issu:  0007-0998 bl

Descriptors:  Achievement, Teacher Student Relationship, Teacher Expectations of Students, Classroom
Communication, Teaching Methods, Classroom Techniques, Elementary School Teachers,
Elementary School Students, Reading Instruction, Observation, Feedback, Questioning
Techniques, Thinking Skills, Student Behavior, Classroom Environment, Social Environment

Abstract:  Background: Early research exploring teacher expectations concentrated on the dyadic
classroom interactions of teachers with individual students. More recent studies have
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Background: Early research exploring teacher expectations concentrated on the dyadic
classroom interactions of teachers with individual students. More recent studies have
‘shown whole class factors to have more significance in portraying teachers' expectations.
Recently teachers having high or low expectations for all their students have been
identified. Aims: The aim of the current investigation was to explore whether the classroom
exchanges of high- and low-expectation teachers differed substantially and might be
considered a mechanism for teachers’ expectations. Sample: The participants were 12
primary school teachers from eight schools who had been identified as having expectations
for their students' learning that were either significantly above or below the children's
‘achievement level. The teachers formed three groups called high-expectation, low-
‘expectation and average-progress teachers. Method: The participants were observed twice
in the academic year during half-hour reading lessons. Two people observed each lesson,
‘one completing a structured observation protocol and the other a running record and
‘audiotape. Results: In contrast to the average progress and low expectation teachers, the
high-expectation teachers spent more time providing a framework for students' learning,
provided their students with more feedback, questioned their students using more higher-
order questions, and managed their students' behaviour more positively. Conclusions:
‘There appear to be important differences in the classroom environments for the students of
high-expectation, average-progress and low-expectation teachers. The differences apply to
both the instructional and socioemotional environments of the classroom. Such disparities
may act as mechanisms for teacher expectation effects.
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British Peychological Society. St Andrews House, 48 Princess Road East, Leicester, LEL 7DR,
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Example: Review Article

· Click the  Advanced search tab and select “keyword.”

· Click “Clear” if search terms are present.

· Type EJ764544  and at the “Select a field” drop down menu, select “AN Accession Number.”

· Click search
· The article that is retrieved is “Research into Practice…”
· Note that the abstract highlights seven distinct studies.  This is a review of multiple studies and their findings.  
· Note also that the “Publication Type” field indicates it is a research report.  This is actually considered a review article.  Sometimes the publication type is wrong.
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Education, Elementary Education

“This issue highlights seven distinct studies. The first study examines the perceptions of
early childhood educators and elementary educators concerning their beliefs about young
children and how those beliefs translate to practice. The second explores joint book reading
‘among parents and very young children. The third investigates the importance of early
literacy information and how that information can be shared through a social service
‘agency. The fourth describes an intervention in which explicitliterary devices were taught
to elementary school children. The fifth provides the role of the teacher in guiding
kindergarten children. The sixth investigates children's language development in block play
‘areas of the preschool classroom. The seventh study provides us with an understanding of
teachers' and administrators' beliefs about the role of physical actviy in the classroom.
“This column briefly summarizes the content of the articles and suggests implications for the
research as well as future research studies.

Author
English

7

Journal Artices; Reports - Research

Not available from ERIC

Association for Childhood Education International. 17904 Georgia Avenue Ste 215, Olney,

MD 20832. Tel: 800-423-3563; Tel: 301-570-2111; Fax: 301-570-2212; e-mail:
headquarters@acei.org; Web site: http://www.acei.org

http:/fwwow.acei.org
un2007

2007

E764544

I3

T Frang

@ et



















































